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Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 70 Old State Highway 
Historic Name: Heman & Louisiana Smith House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1860-65 
Source: deeds, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/two-story block 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Domestic barn, late 19" c. 
Guest house. late-20" c. 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
One-story wing added south end, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.75 


Setting: The property is situated in a compromised location 
on a short section of the Old State Highway sandwiched 
between Route 6A (and the Orleans town line) and the 
Town Cove with the Eastham Rotary nearby. The waterfront 
property has been subdivided for residential development. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Heman & Louisiana Smith House, built ca. 1855, is a two-story single dwelling, for many years functioning as an inn on the 
state highway, with a flat roof edged by balustrades and surmounted by a widow’s walk topped by its own balustrades. This is a 
classic example of the 19'-century ship captain’s house. There is some question as to whether it contains an earlier house, but 
it such a complete and precise design that it would appear to have been constructed in a single build. The five-bay front fagade 
is symmetrically organized in the Greek Revival fashion with paneled pilasters at the corners, an entablature with a tall frieze and 
a central entrance with sidelights and a trabeated architrave. Windows are detailed by shallow cornices. Side walls contain two 
windows on each floor. A large one-story wing added to the south end of the house sometime during the late 20" century also 
carries balustrades along three sides of its flat roof. There is an entrance on the south end; the wing apparently built as an 
entertainment space when an inn operated in the house 


A small domestic barn is located off the driveway south of the house. The one-story wood frame building has a gable front where 
a garage door has replaced an earlier wagon entry. Behind the barn to the east, a one-story wood frame domestic building with 
a gable roof and five-bay, center entrance facade fronted by a piazza tucked under the roof. A shed dormer is contained in the 
roof. This building evidently was built in the late 20" century as an annex for the inn. The front of the house is set back from the 
highway behind a small yard and screened by thick foliage. A large open yard occupies the rear of the parcel. The waterfront 
has been subdivided into two separate house lots. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house at 70 Old State Highway was likely built between 1855 and 1865 for Capt. Heman Smith on land his father and 
second cousin Rachel M. Smith deeded him in 1859 and 1860." Local historians are equivocal on its origin: Howard Quinn 
stated that Heman Smith (1821-76) expanded the house of his father Myrick Smith (1785-1870), while another asserts that 
Heman built 70 Old State Highway some two hundred feet from his father’s house, which has not survived. Census records are 
also unclear: In 1850 Heman Smith was living in his father’s house with his wife and daughter, in 1855 he is listed in a separate 
household, and in 1860 he is again shown in the same house as his father’s family. The 1858 Eastham map appears to mark the 
house on this site “M. Smith,” for Myrick. The Heman Smith family is consistently shown in its own household from 1865 forward. 


Both Myrick Smith and his son Heman were master mariners, Heman being best known as the commander of the schooner 
George W. Deveraux and the bark Burnside.” In 1845 he married Orleans native Louisiana Crosby, and the couple had four 
children who lived into adulthood—Mary Minerva, Francis M., William Harding, and Nellie |—born between 1848 and 1858. The 
1860 census shows Heman Smith with no real property with his wife and four children in the household of his parents, Myrick 
and Sally Myrick Smith. By 1865 Herman Smith and his family were in their own household, and another child, John M., had 
been born in 1864. By 1870 Smith was listed with $3050 in real property and lived with his wife and three of the children; Mary 
Minerva had married Wilbur G. Smith (1842-1915), son of Sylvanus and Polly A. Smith of Eastham, in 1869. 


Myrick Smith died in 1870, and his will left son Herman five acres of land with his house, barn, and other buildings bounded on 
the west by King’s Highway and on the east by Town Cove; Myrick left the rest of his real estate to sons Heman and Franklin in 
equal shares. In 1876 Heman and Lousiana Smith embarked on the bark Burnside, which Smith had for some time commanded, 
on a voyage from New York to Leghorn (now Livorno) on the west coast of Italy with a cargo of grain. It was meant to be Heman 
Smith’s last voyage before he retired, and it was in fact the last for him and his wife when the vessel and all its hands were lost 
at sea in early December 1876. “Some anxiety is felt about the bark Burnside, Capt. Joseph Taylor of Orleans owner, 


1 Rachel M. Smith to Heman Smith, 8 November 1859, BCD 76:481; Myrick Smith to Heman Smith, 17 January 1860, BCD 80:177. Rachel M. 
Smith was the wife of Asa Smith (1822-55), whose grandfather John Smith (born 1740) was the brother of Heman Smith’s grandfather 
Silvanus (born 1745). 
? Eastham Historical Society’s Heman Smith Collection includes logbooks and accounts of the schooner William G. Devereaux and a letter by 
Heman’s wife Louisiana written aboard the Burnside. Eastham’s Heman Smith is not the same person as the contemporary of the same name 
of Orleans and Lynn, who was an oil dealer and vessel agent working in Orleans and Boston; that Heman Smith (1818-91) was the son of 
William and Abigail Doane Smith of Orleans. 
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commanded by Capt. Heman Smith, of Eastham, which is overdue in Leghorn,” the Barnstable Patriot reported on 6 February 
1877. “Several other vessels leaving Boston about the same time are reported arrived. She sailed from New York Dec. 8.” The 
Burnside was never again heard from, and not until December 1877 were Heman and Louisiana Smith given up as dead and a 
service held in their memory. ° 


In 1881 three of the four Smith children deeded their interest in 70 Old State Highway to the fourth, Francis M. Smith (1852- 
1922), who was then living in Harwich. The Barnstable Patriot reported the sale and added, “It is thought by his friends, as well 
as by himself, that a partial change of business will restore his health, which has suffered from close confinement.” The Patriot 
noted that he did not plan to move immediately, but local history states that he began to accommodate summer boarders at the 
70 Old State Highway property in 1886. By 1882 Francis M. Smith left the Cape for Somerville, where he worked as a butcher 
and grocer. In 1898 he sold the Eastham property, a four-acre parcel with the house, to George S. Newcomb, who lived then in 
Somerville.* 


George S. Newcomb was an Orleans native and a carpenter who had married Cynthia H. Sloane of Orleans in 1859. The couple 
and their four children lived in Wellfleet and Somerville, and in 1887 son George E. Newcomb married Ada E. Marshall of 
Hillsborough, New Hampshire. The 1900 census lists George E. and Ada Newcomb in the house with his parents, George S. 
and Cynthia, and in 1902 the town taxed George S. Newcomb on a house valued at $1150, a barn at $150, an outbuilding at 
$20, and fifty-seven fowl. By 1910 both George S. Newcomb and his daughter-in-law Ada had died, and in 1910 George E. 
Newcomb was a poultry farmer lived at 70 Old State Highway with his mother, his married sister Cynthia E. Ellis, and her three 
children. 


In 1913 George E. Newcomb sold 70 Old State Highway, still a four-acre parcel with buildings, to Mary E. Suydam of New York 
City.° Mary Elizabeth Dorflinger Suydam was the second wife of William Farrington Suydam (1856-1920), a principal in the silk 
manufacturing firm of Dexter, Lambert and Company who managed its mills in Honesdale and Hawley, Pennsylvania, and 
Montclair, New Jersey. The Suydams used 70 Old State Highway as a summer home, and William F. Suydam died there in 
1920. Four years later his son Frederick D. Suydam, a New York insurance broker, sold the Eastham property to Gilbert E. Ellis 
of East Brewster, who had acquired a tract of undeveloped land just east of the house in 1914 and had subdivided it for 
cottages; the Suydams had bought one of these lots but had never built on it. Two years later Ellis bought the 70 Old State 
Highway property he sold it to Roscoe S. and Emma C. Walton of Brighton.® 


Born in Belfast, Maine, in 1856, Roscoe Salathiel Walton was a druggist for most of his life. He was living in Stoneham in 1892 
when he first married, by 1899 he was living in Lynn, and by 1910 he was a retail druggist living in Stoughton as a lodger with no 
spouse. By 1911 Walton had moved to Roxbury, where he ran a drug store at 200 Dudley Street until 1916, when he defaulted 
on a personal property mortgage and was compelled to sell the drug store’s fixtures at auction. By 1920 he was managing 
Sutherland Drug Company in Brookline, and he had married again, to Emma G. Walton. By 1922 Emma was president-treasurer 
of the drug store, while Roscoe was secretary. In 1926 the Waltons moved to 70 Old State Highway, and Roscoe Walton is 
listed with a $2500 house on 1.5 acres, a barn, a poultry house, and an acre in another parcel. By March 1927 they had opened 
70 Old State Highway as Walton Inn.’ Walton Inn was one of three hotels listed in Eastham in the 1929 Cape Cod directory and 
one of five places listed under inns and tourist accommodations. 


3 “County Inklings,” Barnstable Patriot, 6 February1877, 2; “Orleans,” Barnstable Patriot, 11 December 1877, 2. See also “Sailed,” New York 
Herald, 9 December 1876, 10. The 1995 MHC form for 70 Old State Highway states that two of the Smith children were aboard and also lost, 
but this assertion is not verified in death or other records. “Smith Family Reunion,” Hyannis Patriot, 18 Oct 1934, 9, reported the annual reunion 
of descendants of Captain Heman and Mrs. Louisiana Smith, who were “supposedly lost with their ship in the raging storm” the day after the 
vessel left New York on 8 December 1876. Son William H. Smith was host and held the reunion at the Bridge Road home of his sister Mary 
Minerva, Mrs. Wilbur G. Smith. 
4 William H. Smith, Boston; Mary M. Smith and Nellie F. Smith, all formerly Eastham, to Francis M. Smith, 1 November 1881, BCD 148:366; 
Francis M. Smith, Somerville, to George S. Newcomb, 5 November 1898, BCD 296:12. 
5 George S. Newcomb to George E. Newcomb, 28 May 1909, BCD 296:105; George E. Newcomb to Mary E. Suydam, 6 January 1913, BCD 
321:21. George S. Newcomb died in Eastham on 18 June 1909; Ada Marshall Newcomb died in May 1908. 
6 Frederick D. Suydam, New York NY, to Gilbert E. Ellis, East Brewster, 4 September 1924, BCD 409:454; Gilbert E. Ellis, Brewster, to Roscoe 
S. and Emma C. Walton, Brighton, 14 January 1926, BCD 430:131. 
’ The first reference to the inn in Cape newspapers is Hyannis Patriot, 21 March 1927, 3; in ibid. 28 June 1928, 7, the paper reported at Mrs. 
Mary Percival was to be cook at the inn for the summer. 
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Walton Inn may not have operated for more than five years. By 1930 Roscoe Walton was listed on State Highway as a “lodging 
house keeper / inn” living with a single boarder, L. Sydney Ellis. Though no deed records a transfer between the couple, in 1931 
Eastham taxed Roscoe Walton only as a poll, while wife Emma was taxed on a $2600 house, a barn and shed worth $300, a 
poultry house worth $30, a roadside stand valued at $300, a 1.5-acre homestead lot, and another lot of one acre. Emma Walton 
was often ill, and in late June 1932 her husband was impelled to turn the management of Walton Inn over to an entity identified 
only as “Walker and Johnson” in the Yarmouth Register.® In September 1932 the Waltons sold a share of the property to Alice 
Parker Hutchins of Brooklyn, and Emma Walton died later that same year. In early May 1933 Hutchins sold 70 Old State 
Highway to Evelyn Southwick of Framingham on the condition that she provide “a home for one Roscoe S. Walton of Eastham 
...during the balance of his life, supplying said Walton with a room in the house on said premises, and such proper food, care, 
light and heat as maybe necessary or his comfort.” The property was then encumbered by two mortgages totaling more than 
$7000. Roscoe Walton died in 1933."° 


The Hyannis Patriot reported that Southwick had moved “her interesting cats and dog kennels” to the Eastham property and that 
her husband planned to move his business to the town. Born in Nova Scotia in 1886, Evelyn Harlow had emigrated to Boston in 
1905 and married shoe shop worker Harry Buffum Southwick in 1906. In 1920 both worked as vampers at the Rice and Hutchins 
shoe factory in Marlborough, but by 1930 Harry Southwick was a wholesale bakery jobber; Evelyn Southwick then managed the 
Marlborough high school’s cafeteria, and the couple had the income of boarder Raymond Hinxman, working at the same job as 
Harry Southwick. In the 1930s while in Framingham and in Eastham Evelyn Southwick raised Salukis, which she showed at the 
Eastern Dog Club shows and also raced at Wonderland Park in Revere; in 1934 “Roy Hingson” was breeding and showing 
Salukis with her and living at the Walton Inn." By 1936 Southwick seems to have lost the property in foreclosure (though no 
deed was recorded to document it), and in 1940 she and Raymond Hinxman were living in Pinellas County, Florida; Harry 
Southwick was renting on Bridge Road in Eastham and working for the Civil Works Administration moth project in 1940 and 
1943; he died in the latter year. 


In 1934 Seaman’s Saving Bank of Provincetown had acquired the Waltons’ share of 70 Old State Highway through their 
mortgage default, and in August 1936 the bank sold 70 Old State Highway and the other acre parcel to Nettie H. Wiley and her 
married daughter Sophia W. Adamson. both of West Somerville.'* “Once again the property known as Walton Inn has been 
sold,” the Hyannis Patriot reported in August 1936. “Mrs. Nettie Wiley of Somerville, the present owner, intends to renovate and 
use it as a dwelling place later.” The newspaper later reported the arrival of Adamson and her husband to the Walton Inn and 
that the Wileys intended to make 70 Old State Highway their “permanent home.”'? Born in 1876, Nettie Wiley was the daughter 
of Alonzo K. and Elizabeth Rogers Higgins of North Eastham and the husband of Alvin Lewis Wiley of Wellfleet, whom she 
married in 1897. Wiley was a grocery and coal merchant tin Wellfleet through at least 1910 and moved with his family to 
Cambridge, where he worked as a grocery salesman, by 1920. By 1931 he had become a cigar and tobacco merchant in 
Boston. The Wileys’ daughter Sophia A., born in 1900, married James K. Adamson, who had come to the United States from 
Montreal between 1935 and 1940. He was an office clerk and a radio operator before the couple moved to Eastham; the 1940 
census lists them on State Highway, and Adamson was then a painting and gardening “handyman.” Shown in the next 
household in the 1940 census were Alvin H. and Nettie Wiley, and in the margin next to their listing was the note, “Ownership 
shared with daughter.” Tax records for 1947 show James Adamson with .12 acre and a “cottage” valued at $1200—they were 
probably living at 76 Old State Highway (EAS.616, ca. 1939), built on land the Waltons had acquired from Gilbert Ellis in 1926— 
and Nettie Wiley with a house valued at $2700, the 1.5-acre homestead lot, a barn valued at $200 and a “camp house” worth 
$200. 


8 Hyannis Patriot, 30 June 1932, 3; Yarmouth Register, 23 July 1932. 
® Roscoe S. and Emma G. Walton to Alice Parker Hutchins, Brooklyn NY, 27 September 1932, BCD 494:236; Alice Parker Hutchins, Brooklyn 
NY, to Evelyn Southwick, Framingham, 3 May 1933, BCD 494:236. 
10 “Self-Inflicted Wounds Fatal,” Boston Herald, 18 September 1933, 3: “Roscoe Walton, 77, for 30 years proprietor of a drug store in Roxbury, 
who retired recently after running Walton’s Inn at Eastham for two years, died at Cape Cod Hospital today from loss of blood after slashing his 
wrists with a safety razor blade this morning. He had been in ill health. He leaves a stepson, James Caldwell of Buffalo, N.Y.” See also 
Yarmouth Register, 23 September 1933, 5, which noted that Walton’s body taken to his hometown of Belfast, ME, for burial. 
11 “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 18 August 1934, 3, which notes that one of the Salukis had been killed by a car. 
12 Seamen's Savings Bank, Provincetown, to Seamen’s Savings Bank, 18 December 1934, BCD 508:331; Seamen’s Savings Bank, 
Provincetown, to Nettie H. Wiley and Sophia W. Adamson, West Somerville, 3 August 1936, BCD 521:27. 
13 “Walton Inn,” Hyannis Patriot, 27 August 1936, 2; “Eastham,” ibid., 22 October 1936, 6B; ibid. 8 April 1937, 6. 
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Alvin L. Wiley died in 1952, and wife Nettie died in 1953. In 1959 Sophia Wiley Adamson sold 70 Old State Highway to Francis 
L. and Kathleen M. Van Buskirk of Orleans, who in turn sold it three months later to Rudolf C. and Naomi E. Westermann.* Born 
in 1910 in Worcester, Rudolf Westermann was the son of Finnish immigrant monument stone cutter Carl Oskar Westermann 
and his Johanna Alina Manys, also from Finland. In 1930 he was a truck driver and still lived with his parents, and he married in 
1932; by 1940 Westermann was working as a wire drawer for Johnson Steel and Wire Company in Worcester and lived with his 
first wife Bessie and daughter Carol Ann in Worcester; he was still at that company in 1962 and living in Millbury. Naomi was 
Westermann’s second wife. Rudolf Westermann died in 1975 and Naomi in 1978, and the executor of Naomi Westermann’s 
estate sold 70 Old State Highway in 1980 to Donald M. and Elizabeth D. Williams, who owned it for eleven years. The property 
changed hands four times more until Michael J. McNamara and Mark J. Powers of Haddam, Connecticut, acquired it in 2007. 
They sold it in 2015 to Triton Property Group of Orleans, the owner in 2020, in 2015.'° The 70 Old State Highway house and 
three outbuildings were operated as an inn called the Captain Heman Smith Compound in the latter year, but its status in 2020 is 
unclear. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Barnstable County Registry of Deeds. Deeds, Land Court Records, and Subdivision Maps. 

Barnstable Patriot Archives. Sturgis Library Digital Newspaper Archive, 
https://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/APA/Sturgis/#panel=home. 

Deyo, Simeon L., ed. History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 1620-1890. New York: H. W. Blake, 1890. 

Dunham's 1929 Eastham (Mass.) Street Directory. 

Town of Eastham Tax Commitment Books. 1902-57. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission. “Reconnaissance Survey Report: Eastham.” Typescript, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, Boston, 1984. 

Resident and Business Directory of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 1901. South Framingham, MA: A. E. Foss Publishing Co., 1901. 

Trayser, Donald G. Eastham, Massachusetts, 1651-1951: Eastham’s Three Centuries. Lexington, MA: Hancock Press for 
Eastham Tercentenary Committee, 1951. 

Wilding, Don. A Brief History of Eastham. Charleston, SC: History Press, 2017. 


MAPS 

Rogers, Josiah, Elijah Knowles, and Simeon Kingman. A Map of Eastham. 1795. 

Hales, John G. Plan of Eastham and Orleans. 1831. 

Walling, Henry F. Map of the Counties of Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket Massachusetts Based upon the Trigonometrical 
Survey of the State. New York: D. R. Smith and Co.,1858. 

Official Topographical Atlas of Massachusetts Compiled and Corrected by H. F. Walling and O. W. Gray. Boston: Stedman, 
Brown and Lyon, 1871. 

Atlas of Barnstable County, Massachusetts. Boston: George H. Walker and Co., 1880. 

Atlas of Massachusetts from Topographical Surveys Made in Co-operation by the United States Geological Survey and the 
Commissioners of the Commonwealth 1884-1888. Boston: Commissioners of the Commonwealth, 1890. 

Atlas of Barnstable County, Massachusetts . . . from Official Plans and Actual Surveys. Boston: Walker Lithograph and 
Publishing Co., 1905, 1910. 


14 Sophia W. Adamson, Boston, to Francis L. and Kathleen M. Van Buskirk, Orleans, 11 June 1959, BCD 1044:237; Francis L. and Kathleen 
M. Van Buskirk, Orleans, to Rudolf C. and Naomi E. Westermann, 28 September 1959, BCD 1055:565. 
18 Ruth M. McLeod, Appleton WI, to Donald M. and Elizabeth D. Williams, 15 September 1980, BCD 3167:30; Donald M. and Elizabeth D. 
Williams to Evelyn M. Buckley, Holden, 22 July 1981, BCD 3330:241; Evelyn M. Buckley, Bonita Springs FL, to John J. McHugh, 21 December 
1989, BCD 761:172; Stewart F. Grossman, trustee, to Harry E. Hunt Ill, 3 August 1998, BCD 11616:119; Harry E. Hunt Ill to Michael J. 
McNamara and Mark J. Powers, Haddam CT, 14 February 2007, BCD 21845:111; Michael J. McNamara and Mark J. Powers, Orleans, to 
Triton Property Group LLC, Orleans, 15 May 2015, BCD 28869:312. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SW. 


View from NW. Annex or guest house in center, houses on waterfront lots on left. 
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View of barn from west. South end of one-story addition on left. 
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